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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the qjplicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



Hiis report is also acconqsanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT), 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemational application 

Certain observations on the intemational application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
1 1. Basis of the report 



[tional application No. 
PCT/EP2003/00908Q 



I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I *e international application as originally filed 
1^ the description: 

pages j^g 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-7 



— , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
> filed with the demand 



the drawings: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 12 January 2005 (12.01 .2005) 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



n the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ^^^^ 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



..filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



TTiese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following Sguage which is- 

LJ *«>««S«agcofa translation flirnished for the puiposes of international search (un^^ 
LJ Ae language of publication of flie international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

orS^T^^ ^^"^ of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

h pViL^^exlSorS'^^^oi;^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^PPMcation. the intemational 

contained in the intemational application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ fi>niished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

S^tSS.*"* infonnation recoKled in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

Z] the drawings, sheets/fig 

I n 'SZ^XiZ^^^iS'^ ^J- ^r?" amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

I •»3^™>™«*sclosureasfiled,asmdicatedintheSuw>lenientalBox(Rule70.2(c)),** wunwacrca » go 

* KTreJ^fTZ]SX"ni!d"^^^^ '"f" '''"'''J"^ ^f"' ^"^"'"^ ^ «^^^tcle 14 are referred to 

andW.H) ongtitally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments Vie 70.16 

\**^"yr^t'«^tsheetcontainingsuchamendmentsmustber^erred 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement ' 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



1-7 



1-7 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

N, IS: EP-Al-1 111 748 (closest prior art) discloses a 
busbar coupling as defined in the preamble of 
claim 1. 



The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this 
prior art especially in that the bellows and one 
of the two busbar tubes or both busbar tubes can 
be filled with insulating gas. 

In the prior art, the sleeve is made of an 
insulating material. The outside surface of the 
sleeve has a semiconducting layer which is 
earthed . 



The inside surface of the sleeve is likewise 
provided with a semiconducting layer and is in 
electrical contact with the busbar tubes. This 
sleeve design is elaborate. The interior of the 
sleeve and the interiors of the busbar tubes 
are not filled with an insulating gas. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is not therefore 
suggested by EP-Al-1 111 748 and satisfies the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 
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The same applies to the gas -insulated 
switchgear defined in claim 2 . 



Dependent claims 3 to 7 relate to useful 
embodiments of the busbar coupling defined in 
claim 1 or of the gas -insulated switchgear 
defined in claim 2. 



lA: The industrial applicability of the claimed 

busbar coupling and of the gas -insulated 
switchgear is established. 
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